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DNS Observatory - 1

ØWe have set up a Trial DNS Observatory for ICANN.
ØIt was presented at the African Engagement Forum last month in 

Accra.
ØThe primary objective is to track important growth in numbers, 

IPv6, DNSSEC, etc. of African domain names: -
ØccTLDs, gTLDs, IDNs and 2LDs.

ØThe secondary objective is to make the Internet a better place, by 
offering a free AnyCast Secondary nameserver.
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DNS Observatory - 2

ØCreate an account at https://sec.dnsstudy.africa/
Ø After authorisation you have access to a simple interface.
ØConfigure the Primary NameServer.
ØSelect security options and load Zones.
ØOptional: add ans.dnsstudy.africa to your name server list.

https://sec.dnsstudy.africa/
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The Benefits of using the Trial DNS Observatory 
as an Authoritative Name Server:

ØThis secondary will be configured as an AnyCast, with instances 
in many Data Centres and IXPs in many African countries.

ØWe already have agreements to host these servers, free of 
charge. We are looking for more.

ØThis will add:
ØResilience, Reliability, Speed, and Geographic Coverage.
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DNS Observatory - 1

ØThe Observatory interface is at: -
https://observatory.dnsstudy.africa/

ØClickable links to each Zone.
ØOpens a new window.

https://observatory.dnsstudy.africa/
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Public Zone Report - 1

ØSummary Information: -
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Public Zone Report - 2

ØNameServer Information: -
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Public Zone Report - 3

ØDNSSEC Information: -
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Public Zone Report - 4

ØGrowth Graph: -
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Private Interface

ØSome examples of private data and reports which will be available to Zone 
Managers: -

ØDownloadable information: -
ØList of domains that are broken (e.g., Nameservers don’t work)
ØList and statistics on which SSL vendors are used
ØKINDNS Observance.
ØDomains not using IPv6

ØWhat else would you like us to do for you?
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PSA 2022 Africa DNS Market Study

Øhttps://sec.dnsstudy.africa to sign up and configure Zones.
Øhttps://observatory.dnsstudy.africa to see Reports.
Øhttps://dnsstudy.africa to complete our Surveys.

ØWe’d like to talk to IXP and Data Centre Managers here to arrange more 
sites (And to complete our surveys)

ØWe’d like to talk to people about them providing Virtual Machines for this 
purpose.

Ø If we can help each other, talk to us: info@dnsstudy.africa

https://sec.dnsstudy.africa/
https://observatory.dnsstudy.africa/
https://dnsstudy.africa/
mailto:exec@dnsstudy.africa

